P/ NT COOPERATION TREAT 



EO/US 
PCT/J POO/01 900 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

\rL- 1 nUle 0 1 .Z) 


To: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark 
unice 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing: 

05 October 2000 (05.10.00) 




International application No.: 

PCT/J P00/O1 900 


Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
98-00679wo1 


International filing date: 

28 March 2000 (28.03.00) 


Priority date: 

29 March 1999 (29.03.99) 


Applicant: 

OSAWA, Hideharu 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

| X| in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 
25 May 2000 (25.05.00) 

| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election [ X | was 

□ 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of , 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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□ 


III 
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VIII 
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25 May 2000 (25.05.00) 


Date of completion of this report 

27 September 2000 (27.09.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Il^^fc^tional application No. 

PCT/JP00/01900 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application: 1 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I | contained in the international application in written form. 

1 1 filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

1 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



| I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)),** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELI 



MtoiRY EXAMINATION REPORT 



fional application No. 

PCT/JP00/01900 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 2-5 YES 



Claims 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 



NO 
YES 



Claims 1-5 N0 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims ^ 1-5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Claim 1 . , 

Document 1: JP, 05-203948, A (Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd.), 13 August, 1993 (13.08.93); see in particular 

'Working Examples'; Fig. 1 

This document discloses a structure in which light guide plate 3 is positioned on top of reflecting plate 2, which 
has phosphor 4 incorporated into it. 

It is considered that the above-mentioned reflecting plate corresponds to the reflecting film of claim 1. 
Claim 2 

Document 1 : As above. 

Document 2: JP, 09-159835, A (Casio Computer Co., Ltd.), 20 June, 1997 (20.06.97); see in particular [0021]- 
[0025]; Figs. 1-4 

This document discloses a structure in which light-accumulating films 25a are formed on the back of light guide 
plate 22. 

It is considered that, based on the disclosures in documents 1 and 2, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to conceive of using a reflecting plate that possesses a light-accumulating substance in place of the reflecting 
plate that has a phosphor incorporated into it. 

Claim 3 

Document 2: As above. 

Document 3: JP, 08-62431, A (Yugen-gaisha Tomomitsu Sangyo), 8 March, 1996 (08.03.96); see in particular 
'Working Examples'; Figs. 1-3 

This document discloses a structure in which light guide plate 10 contains a phosphor material. 

It is considered that, based on the disclosures in documents 2 and 3, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to conceive of incorporating the light-accumulating substance into the light guide plate instead of providing it on 
the surface of the light guide plate. 

Claim 4 

Document 2: As above. 

Document 4: JP, 07-218912, A (Mitsubishi Paper Mills Ltd.), 18 August, 1995 (18.08.95); see in particular [0019]; 
Fig. 1 

This document discloses a structure in which light-accumulating luminous layer 3 is formed on one face of light- 
guiding body 1 and vapor-deposited metallic layer 2 is formed on the other face. 

It is considered that, based on the disclosures in documents 2 and 4, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to conceive of not using a reflecting plate that has a phosphor incorporated into it, but rather providing a 
reflecting film on one face of the light guide and forming a light-accumulating layer on the other face. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of Box V (Citations and explanations): 
Claim 5 

Document 2: See the parts indicated above, along with [0030]. 

This document discloses a structure for which, in addition to the previously mentioned feature, the concentration 
of the light-accumulating substance in the light-accumulating layer increases from the end nearest the light source 
toward the other end. 
Document 4: As above. 

It is considered that, based on the disclosures in documents 2 and 4, when providing a reflecting film on one face 
of the light guide and forming a light-accumulating layer on the other face, making the concentration of the light- 
accumulating substance in the light-accumulating layer increase from the end nearest the light source toward the 
other end is merely something that a person skilled in the art could accomplish as required. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (July 1998) 
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